Inherited hemolytic uremic syndrome in adults.
Familial hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS) in children may be due to environmental factors or may be an inherited trait, usually with autosomal recessive inheritance. Familial HUS in adults is less well described, and can be associated with autosomal recessive or dominant inheritance. We report a family with autosomal dominant inheritance of HUS. The proband was an adult male. His adult sister developed HUS while taking oral contraceptives, and their mother developed HUS during the third trimester of pregnancy. The prognosis for these patients is poor. Pregnancy and oral contraceptive use may be risk factors for development of HUS in adult women with a family history of HUS or the related disorder thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP).